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proved by the noble lord to be either absurd or superfluous,
I cannot see why it should not be rejected without the solem-
nity of farther consideration, to which, indeed, nothing but
the title can give it any claim.

The title, my lords, is, indeed, specious, and well fitted
to the design of gaining attention and promoting popu-
larity ; but with this title there is nothing that corresponds,
nor is any thing to be found but confusion and contradic-
tions, which grow more numerous upon farther search.

That the whole bill, my lords, is unnecessary, cannot be
denied, if it be considered that nothing is proposed in it
which is not already in the power of your lordships, who
may call at pleasure for the lists of the navy, the accounts
of the cruisers, the duties of their commissions, and the
journals of their commanders, (as you did in the sixth
of queen Anne,) and detect every act of negligence or
treachery, and every instance of desertion, or of cowardice.

Nothing is necessary to the regulation of our naval
force, but that your lordships vigilantly exert that power
which is conferred ttpon you by the constitution, and exa-
mine the conduct of every officer with attention and impar-
tiality ; no man then will dare to neglect his duty, because
no man can hope to escape punishment.

Of this bill, therefore, since it is thus useless and incon-
sistent, I cannot but suspect, my'lords, that it was con-
certed for purposes very different from those mentioned in
the title, which it has, indeed, no tendency to promote. I
believe, my lords, the projectors of it intended not so much
to advance the interest of the merchants, as to depress the
reputation of those whom they have long taken every op-
portunity of loading with reproaches, whom they have cen-
sured as the enemies of trade, the corrupters of the nation,
and the confederates of Spain.

To confirm these general calumnies, it was necessary to
fix on some particular accusation which might raise the
resentment of the people, and exasperate them beyond
reflection or inquiry. For this purpose nothing was more
proper than to charge them with betraying our merchants
to the enemy.
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